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A MESSAGE FROM PASTOR JILL
Dear Cascade Christian Church,

It has been wonderful so see more and more people in church and to be able to get out and visit with some
of you again. Without a doubt the last 14 months have been a cho”enge, and it has been hard to not see one
another and gather as a church family. When you feel comfortable to return to in-person worship, know that
we are holding fast to every way that we know of to keep one another safe. When you come back you will

be asked fo:

- Go Jrhrough a quick health screening and have your temperature taken.
- Wear a mask and socio||y distance, no hugs or handshakes just yet.
: Sing in your heart, but not out loud, for a little while |onger.

We have installed additional air filtration units in the sanctuary and chope|, and we look forward to resuming
c|’10|oe| services at 1:00AM in late May. Many thanks to the property, administration, and \/\/OI’Sl’]ip
committees for their work in keeping the congregation safe as we go’rher to Worship our Lord and God.

Had we known in March of 2020 what was ahead of us I'm not sure we could have believed it. But every
step of the way, God has seen us H'wrough. ‘\Through” is a wonderful word. Think of the 23rd Psalm, "Even
though | walk through the valley of the shadow of death, you are with me” God walks with us through all
the troubles in our lives, and that is a comfort and assurance that we can count on.

In his book “You'll Get Through This" Max Lucado has a wonderful statement:

Youll get fhrough this. It won't be poin|ess. [+ won't be quick. But God will use this mess for goocl. In the
meantime don't be foolish or naive. But don't clespair either. With God's he|p you will get +hrough this.

Friends, you will get Jrhrough “this”, whatever your “this” may be. As the |ove|y month of Moy begins, we will
be |ool<ing at the story of Joseph in Genesis - it is a story of hordship, false accusation, Fomi|\/ hatred, and
abandonment, but it is also a story of great |'10|oe. Joseph went Jrhrough so much, but Jrhrough it all God was
with him, and Joseph never forgot that. God got Joseph through, and the evil that had been done against

Joseph God used for gooo|‘ God has not chonged. Our God is a Way Moking God, and God will see you
’rhrough and bring good to your life.

| hope you can join us for our Moy WOt’Sl’]ip services listed below:
May 2: Adam Carlson preoches on Humi|i’ry and the Ho|y Spirit

Moy 9. We celebrate Mother's Doy and begm our You'll Get Through This" sermon series with ‘Do W hat
Pleases God" Genesis 37:2-24

May 16: “Trust in God's Training” Genesis 39:1-23

May 23: Graduation Sunday - Congratulations to the Class of 2021 - Michael Dirksen preaching
May 30: Memorial Day Sundoy, one service at 10:30 - sermon "Watch W hile God Works”
Hope to see you in church, keep the faith! Jill



WEEKLY CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Sundoy School - 9:30 AM
Worship - 9:30 AM & 1.00 AM

Craigs Cruisers (MS/HS) - 12.00PM - 3.00PM Financial giving
for the week

d. .
Monday, (5/3) Soul Warmers - 2200 PM (Narthex) ending in
Worship Committee Meeting - 5:30 PM (Zoom) 4/25/2021:
Tuesday_(5/4) Women's Bible Study "You'll Get Through This" Budge+ed:$8,432
(Centennial Hall) - .00 AM Given: $5,257.03
SAMO Committee Meeting - 6:30 PM Conference
room
Anti-Racism Group Meeting - 11:30 AM (Zoom)
Wednesday, (5/5),
Middle/High School Wednesday Night (High
School Room) - 6:30 PM Total Given to
Adult Bible Study "You'll Get Through This" Weeks of
Troop 334 Boy Scouts (Centennial Hall) - 7:00 PM $8,811.39

Thonk you G" SO
muc|1 'FOI’ G" O'F

. . I
Jonette Cavanaugh Vistiation - 1:00 PM your contributions!

Jonette Cavanaugh Funeral for Family and close

friends - 2:00 PM

Saturday, (5/8),

THE CHURCH OFFICE

You may have noticed last week and now this week the Cascadian is coming from a new email - that's
because Kee|y is oﬁ(icio“y on mo’rerni’ry leavel Michael Dirksen and Adam Carlson will be Fi||ing in for her while
she is on maternity leave, so if you have ony’rhing you want added to the newsletter, prayer requests, or

genero| info regording programming here at Cascade Christian Church -- email your submission to the church

office (office@cascadechristian.com) no later than Tuesday at 12:00 PM.

CHAPEL UPDATE
As many of you know, the 11:00 service that is normo”y held in the Chope| is currenHy being held in the

Sonduory. The equipment to get the chope| reody for live streaming is on its way and we are reody to
install it. Our hope is o have this finished and reody to go |oy the end of Moy. Once this is all installed
we should be able to commence Worship in our Chope| once a ogoinl Thank you for your po’rience and

|ool<ing forward to getting our peop|e back to our wonderful Chope|.
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CHILDREN & YOUTH MINISTRIES
COME ON UP TO DAY CAMP

Do you want to experience a week (or just a doy or two?) up ot Camp Crys’ro| with your child or
grondchﬂd? Come on up to Doy Compl If your child or grondchﬂd is enJrering 6th grode or younger,
you're invited to come up to Comp Crys+o| with them, enjoy our day camp programming during the
o|oy and then have your own fun during the afternoon and evening. Day camp is Ju|y 6th-9th and the
programming starts at 10 AM and ends at 2:30 PM. Scho|orships are available for families who want
fo porJricipoJre!
INTERESTED IN BEING A COUNSELOR?
Are you or someone you know interested in being a counselor or counselor in training for Comp Crys’rcﬂ
this summer? We are |ool<ing for counselors! If you are interested in counse|ing for E|emen+ory Comp
please email Jill ot jforton@cascadechristian.com. If you are inferested in counseling for Middle School or
High School camp, p|eose email Michael mdirksen@coscodechris’rion.com,
SUNDAY SCHOOL VIRTUAL & IN-PERSON
Every week af the 9:30 service we have in-person Sunday School for children ages 4 on up. The
children begin the morning in the sanctuary with their families and then are dismissed to go to class.
Students will be brouthr back down to church aofter the service. For e|emen’rory school, we are also

oﬁ(ering a virtual Slmdoy School, which is mailed out with the Cascadian each week. If you would like

your child added to this list, |o|eose call Adam or Michael in the church office.

CRIB ROOM REOPENED
Qur crib room has reopened for infants and toddlers Jrhrough age 5 at the

9.30 service. Parents must make a reservation for this kind of childcare. Drop—
ins will not be permiHed, Reservations are opprecio’red by the Wednesdoy
before the Sundoy you p|on to attend. Call the church office to make your

reservation.
*‘* NOW HIRING - CHILD DEVELOPMENT CENTER

The Child Deve|opmen+ Center is |ool<ing for opp|ico+ions for new staff
‘ members! If you know of anyone who needs a job or who might be interested
m‘ in Working at the Child Deve|opmen+ Center, p|eose let them know we are
looking! They can apply by contacting the Church office or the Child

Development Center directly!

GRADUATION SUNDAY

If you know o senior who would want to participate in our
Graduation Sundoy Service, p|eose reach out to Michael ot
mdirksen@cascadechristian.com. We are getting ready and need
to start p|0nnimg for that service. Thank youl
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MIDDLE & HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH GROUP

BE SURE TO SIGN UP FOR CAMP, MISSION TRIP,
AND MACKINAC BEFORE APRIL 30TH TO RESERVE
YOUR SPOT!"

MISSION TRIP & CAMP VOLUNTEER
MACKINAC SCHOLARSHIP SIGN UP

WEEKLY EVENTS VOLUNTEERING

We are back to a regular weeklyll We are in need of some parent volunteers to help us run
schedule of events that include Sunday Sunday School ot the 9:30 Service as well as come on
School during the  9:30  service. Wednesdoy Nithrs. If this is an area where you may have
Wednesdoy Nigh’r Youth Group fromM an interest in he|ping, p|eose send an email to Michael
6:30-8:00. Then, Jry|oi<:<1|||y, the 1st andl Dirksen at midirksen@cascadechristian.com. No need to have

3rd Sundoys of the month we will do ol kids in the progroml All volunteers need to be screened

special eventl We hope you join us! before they are able to help.
MAY 2ND - CRAIGS CRUISERS

Want to go go-carting, p|oy games, and eat as much pizza as
possible? Meet us ot Craig's Cruisers in Grand Rapids (5730
Clyde Park SW, Wyoming, MI 49509) for a day of fun, food,

l and games! Invite whatever friends olso enjoy fun! The cost is

$30. If money is an issue, p|eose let Michael know and we will

make sure you dre covered!

FUNDRAISING

We have a few Fundroising opportunities which will involve some
ycrd work. If you are interested in he|ping with some yoro| work
and he|ping pay for some summer events, p|e05e let Michael

kl’]OW.
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ADULT MINISTRIES

GRIEF SHARE
A new session of Griefshare begon on Apri| 8 erough Zoom. Join us each

%ﬁ»\r : ; Thursday at 10:30 AM for this support group by emailing Pastor Jill.

"YOU'LL GET THROUGH THIS" BIBLE STUDY
Join us for a 6-week Zoom Bible eruo|y of the life of Joseph/Genesis. The class is

offered in person in Centennial Hall on Tuesdoy mornings beginning at 9:00

AM and also vir’ruo”y on \)\/ednesdoy nighfs begirming at 6:30 PM. Contact
MA)SLUCADO Pastor Jill for the link.

HOPE AND HELP FOR YOUR TURBULENT TIMéS

FAMILY AND INDIVIDUAL DAY OF SERVICE
If you would like to he|p someone out |oco||y, but don't know how to do that, this opportunity is for youl
We are |ooking for families and individuals to do some service projects on SoJrurdoy, Moy 15 from Qam-
noon. We will be Working with Volunteers In Service, who will connect us with peop|e in the greater
Grand Ropids area in need of yoro| Work, poin’ring/eroining a deck, and possib|y he|ping out a local
service agency. What we do and how much we do will depend on the number of people who are
available to he|p. To get signed up or if you have questions, p|eose contact Debbie Jones by May Il ot
dbjones@visgr.org or by phone af 616-299-7154.

NEW DIRECTORIES

New Directories are available in the Narthex or the church officel

Please pick one up after church on Sundoy or, if you would

rather pick one up during the week, |o|eose contact the church

office and figure out the best time to stop by and pick one up.

Huge shoutout to Darcy Hartley and Denise Pray for helping

assemble all 250+ directories!

MEMORIAL DAY WORSHIP SERVICE

On Sundoy, Moy 30 we will have one WOI’S"ﬂp service at
10:30AM. It has been our |ong s’ronding tradition to honor those

who have possed from this life to God's nearer Presence with a

Christ - Communion « Community

reoding of names and |oy |ighﬁng a candle in their memory. HPEIERR

.. d Friends of
We also honor our veterans, both ||vmg and those who have o ndFrends o

passed. We would like to project a photo of every veteran, and 282%a§ﬁ%?ﬁa%gﬁ'§t§{,’e%ﬁ§2 SE
. 1. Grand Rapids, MI 49546
need your help. If you or someone in your family is or was a ' 616-949-1360

veteran, p|eose get their name and picture to us no later than
Mondoy, Moy 24. All pho’ros will be sche|y returned. You can

scan and send photos to jforton@cascadechristian.com or drop of

www.cascadechristian.com

a paper copy. Thank you.
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4.25.2021 SERMON: THE ASCENSION - LIFE ELEVATED

This week | had the joy of visiting Barb Coger, one of our long-time church members.She is in a care
foci|i’ry, and it was so wonderful to be able to visit her again. Barb grew up in Ada over ninety years
ago, she's a farmer's daughter, and some of you probably live in houses that were built on her family’s
property. When | visit Barb we tend to talk about her childhood on the farm and about what the
farmers are p|on+ing in the fields around my house. During this visit | was able to take Barb for a walk
outside, into the fresh air of the |ove|y o|oy we had on Fridoy. For Barb to get out in the sun|igh’r, to see
the blue sky, to feel the warm breeze, was g|orious‘ | could see her spirits rise, her heart was lifted as
she looked at the clouds and listened to the birds. Sometimes the simp|es’r Jrhings are the best gif’rs of

God, and can lead us o life elevated.

And | know that not all doys are like that. We all have c|ouo|y doys - those doys where nofhing goes
rithr, where you have a figh’r with your {omi|y, then the car makes weird noises while you drive to
work, you spi|| coffee or your breakfast smoothie on your shirt, your boss or your teacher pi|es on an
exfra assignment, you {orgo’r to bring your lunch, and when you get home the o|og has found your
favorite sweatshirt and shredded it. Yeah, there are those doys, but those Jrhings are small and
survivable. How about the reo||y c|ouo|y doys - when a dream dies or a possibi|i+y ends, when
somefhing you hoped for evaporates, when grief and sorrow consume your doys and nigh’rs, when the
problems add up and grow so heavy that you don't know how you can shoulder one more thing. It is
hard when you see d brithr future fade away. | know that you have those doys because many of you
share your story with me. | admire your hones’ry as you don't pre’rend life is all sunshine and rainbows,

when we can pray Jroge’rher about how to face life’s storms.

What do you do when your life is cloudy, and you hit bottom and run out of ideas and energy? If you
haven't had a doy or season like this - keep |iving, the cho”enging doys come, and followers of Jesus
Christ are not exempt from troubles. But as followers of Jesus Christ, we do have a poJrh out of the dark
doys, and can live an elevated life. Todoy | would like to remind you to stay the course and look up,
because you are not alone, God is still God, and the Lord Jesus not only rose for you, but ascended for

YOou.

Whatever you are facing right now - you'll get through this - whatever your "this” is. A number of us
are s+udying the life of Joseph in the book of Genesis, seeing how God he|peo| him get +|’1roug|’1 his “this”.
Max Lucado’s book "You'll Get Through This" has been a real help to many of us as we weary of the
pondemic and all the cho”enges it has brougl’m’r. You'll get fhrough this, Max reminds us. It won't be
painless. It won't be quick. But God will use this mess for good.In the meantime don't be foolish or
naive. But don't despair either. With God's help you will get through this. We have been walking with
Jesus ’rhroughoqu the season of Lent and Easter, seeing how Jesus gets us Jrhrough. We'll delve deep
info Joseph's story next month, bout now let's complete our walk with Jesus, our Way Maker, our God
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4.25.2021 SERMON: THE ASCENSION - LIFE ELEVATED
Ten days before the Holy Spirit came on Pentecost, and forty days after Easter, the disciples of Jesus

took their last walk with their friend and Savior. Jesus let His followers know they would get through

what was ahead, and so shall we. Here is how the Gospe| writer Luke recorded this in Acts 1:1-11:

Acts 11-11 [n my former book, Theophﬂus, | wrote about all that Jesus began to do and to teach until
the day he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions fhrough the Ho|y Spirii‘ to the apos’r|es he
had chosen. 3 After his suffering, he preseni‘ed himself to them and gave many convincing proofs that
he was alive. He qppeared to them over a perioc| of fori‘y c|c|ys and spo|<e about the kingdom of God.

Jesus shows us how to live an elevated life, how to ascend above what has been pu||ing us down. The
first Jrhing is fo obey the instructions of Jesus give to us erough the Ho|y Spiri’r. That seems so obvious,
but do you? Do you do what Jesus soys? It took a while for the AposHes to get it, but Jrhey were
chosen, and so are you. You are a son, a daughter of God, and are part of the family of believers in all
times and p|oces. W hen you claim Christ as Lord, you have God's SpiriJr within you - Jreo1ching you,
|eoc|ing you, guiding you, protecting you - even when you are unaware that the Spirit is on the move.

You are not alone; God's SpiriJr is with you.

You migh’r wonder how to listen to the Spirit. Make some quiet fime in this crazy busy world, moybe
get outside and gaze at the clouds, or hong out with an elder like Barb. God spec:ks in limitless ways,
and may you have ears to hear with a heart wide open. Please slow down - read the Bible for yourself,
find out what Jesus says, listen to music that speoks God's goodness, pray - find out Jesus instructions

for your life, and listen to God.

To get through and have a higher life you also need to believe Jesus is who He says He is. Even affer
three years of being with Jesus, seeing miroc|es, heoring porob|es, observing heohngs, seeing Christ's
power over nature - the discip|es still needed convincing, Jrhey still needed proof. How about you? Do
you need to see Jesus to believe? | don't think you do. You believe in p|en+y of Jrhings you cannot see -
and truly, the more you look for Jesus, the more you'll see Him and find Him in all the grace around
you. But Jesus knew how hard this would be on His followers - Jrhey were still |ool<ing for an eor’rHy

king, not the King of Kings. | uke continues:

On one occasion, while he was eating with them, he gave them this command: ‘Do not leave
Jerusalem, but wait for the giﬂ' my Father promised, which you have heard me speak about. 5 For
John bapﬁzed with water, but in a few days you will be bapﬁzed with the Ho|y Spirit."

So when +hey met +oge’r|1er, +|f1ey asked him, "Lord, are you at this time going to restore the |<ingc|om

to Israel?’



4.25.2021 SERMON: THE ASCENSION - LIFE ELEVATED

If you've been with us for the last few weeks, we have noted how often Jesus ate with His discip|es and
followers aofter rising from death. In this passage - Jesus does this again - He eats and teaches. | can
nord|y wait until we can eat JrogeJrner again, with our extended families, to go to restaurants, and for the
dqy when many of you will return to God's house to celebrate the Lord's supper, the center of our
worsnip service. Jesus so offen teaches at a table, over a meal, and we would be wise to listen. Here He
tells His followers that Jrney need to say put, stay in Jerusalem, and wait. Does this sound familiar? SJroy

put, don't leave, wait, and wait, and wait.

We have had o full year of not leaving and waiting. What has God taught you in this time? Many of
you are beginning to see the gifts God has shared with you over this challenging year - maybe you
have a closer re|o+ionsnip with your fomi|y, you've found out who your true friends are, or you've
appreciated your good health, maybe like never before. God promises to never leave us, and the
disciples found that promise to be true. They waited for the Holy Spirit, this gift promised to them by
God. Tney had been bop’rized |oy water, and soon would be bopﬁzed |oy the SpiriJr in wind and fire. The
Spiri’r stirred them up, fo move ahead, to bring Christ to the world, and Jrney did. The SpiriJr was worth
the wait. The b|essings Hwey received were worth the wait. Friends, whatever you are c|ec1|ing with, wait

on the Lord, on the Spiri’r, you'|| be blessed if you do.

And the o|iscip|es respond to all of this by osking if Jesus will restore Israel. Their Jrhinking is still so small,

SO |oco|, SO inword, and | think we can probob|y see ourselves in them. Jesus clears up their confusion:

7 He said to them: 'l is not for you to know the times or dates the Father has set by his own
au’rhori’ry. 8 But you will receive power when the Ho|y Spiri+ comes on you; and you will be my

withesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”

Friends, many of you have wondered if these are the end-times. If all the troubles we are |iving Jrnrougn
are pointing to the return of Christ. We can conjecture, we can wonder, but God alone knows when
Jesus will return and claim His own, our jo|o is to be reody‘ What we have now is power, power from
God, to be used to further God's Kingdom. Power to point people to Jesus. Power to have people ask
what maokes our life different? To make people wonder what is it in us that helps us get through this?
Evongehsm is a word many Christians like to avoid - it feels awkward to share faith, to preoch, to
Jreerh(y. So don't - be a witness instead. Being a witness involves prayer and dependence on the SpiriJr, e
as you share, pray for those you are snoring with and for your words to be guided by the Ho|y SpiriJr.
Ask God to work Jrnrougn your words, but also your actions, your attitude, your outlook. Let God direct
you; God will keep you real and genuine in your witness, and then let God do His work in the hearts of

those around you.



4.25.2021 SERMON: THE ASCENSION - LIFE ELEVATED

Many others before me have pointed out the meaning of Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and
to the ends of the earth. The peop|e close to you - that is your Jerusalem, so share God's love and the
grace of Jesus in your fomi|y and with your close friends. Judeo and Samaria are your wider circle: your
school, your office, your neighborhood, the clubs you |oe|ong to, shoring God's grace in our city, fown,
state. The ends of the earth are shoring as far as your reach can go, and mithr be your support of
Nora Leon as she cares for orphoned children in Haiti, or your support of Joanne Cornelison and
Esther's’ Hope as ’rhey educate gir|s in Kenyo, or your support of Week of Compossion in providing
clean water and disaster relief, and Baraka and Shannon Kasali's libraries in Congo. To get through
your “this”, elevate, or rise above yourseh(, and share. Every time you act generous|y and with kindness

- you'” find you are closer to geftting ’rhrough your own troubles. Luke shows us this further in Acts 1.9-
11:

9 After he said this, he was taken up before their very eyes, and a cloud hid him from their sigh’r. 10
Tl‘\ey were |oo|<ing in+en+|y up into the s|<y as he was going, when sudden|y two men dressed in white
stood beside them. 11 "Men of Galilee,” 1'|1ey said, "why do you stand here |oo|<ing into the sky? This
same Jesus, who has been taken from you into heaven, will come back in the same way you have

seen him go into heaven.”

Wouldn't this have been some’rhing to see? Jesus ascends to heaven. He rises into the sky. A cloud
conceals Him. | can picture the o|iscip|es craning their necks, |ool<ing up, trying to see if the clouds will
shift to catch a last g|impse of Jesus. No one had ever seen onerhing like this - and ﬂigh’r, rising above,
is still @ wonder to us. We have just seen a historic flight of four everyday people to the space station.
We have seen a cool little he|icop+er navigate the air space of Mars. Ascending is amazing, Jesus rises
above earth, and goes from being in one |o|c1ce, to being at the side of God the Father, odvoco’ring for
us, sending His Spiri’r to guide us, being with us o|woys and in all p|oces.

The discip|es must have wondered what now? What's next? So, God sent omge|s fo bring them back to
their senses. Ange|s marked the importance of this event. If you think about if, cmge|s don't appear all
that often in the life of Jesus- they sang in the skies of Bethlehem ot His birth, they ministered to Him
after He spent 40 ddys fosﬁng in the wilderness, Jrhey cared for Jesus in the Garden of Gethsemane the
nigh’r before He died, and an cmge| rolled away the stone that closed off Jesus tomb and spoke to the
women at the resurrection. That is four times, and now onge|s come at the ascension. Their message is

do more than look at an empty sky.



4.25.2021 SERMON: THE ASCENSION - LIFE ELEVATED
Sometimes God wakes us up just like the onge|s did for the discip|es. Why are we s’ronding here, or

sitting here? The world is kind of a mess righ’r now, and you don't need me to remind you of all the
ways peop|e are hur’ring. Pretty much everyone you know wonders how Jrhey'H get Jrhrough this. They
will get Jrhrough, and so will you, when we all take God's call serious|y. We have gooo| news fo share
and can't just stare info space. We have been grocecl and can spreod that grace in every aspect of our
|iving and being, we have been forgiven SO we can Forgive, we have been shown such mercy, and can
be merciful, we have been abundantly provided for, and we can be generous. Each of us has our story

to tell, our own story, no one else’s, of God's mercy and love. No one can fell your story better than you.

Friends, Jroo|oy you choose - to stand frozen in the storm cloud o|oys or to let your heart and soul ascend
with Jesus. Every one of us, every o|oy, has this choice: to live like a Christ follower or not. | don't think
there is middle ground here - you walk with the Son in the |igh’r, or you retreat fo the shadows, a
dangerous place to be, full of the whispers of the evil one. You either believe Jesus - that He has gone

to prepare a place for you and is coming back, or you give up, lose hope, call it quits.

| pray that you choose a higher life, an elevated life. You'll get through this - all you need to do is look
up, look above and beyond yourself, your life, your opinions, your troubles, your world. Look up, rise
c1|oove, find where you are called to be. That is your p|oce. It is where you be|ong. Raise your heod, raise
your eyes, look, and see, there is a God who loves you, who stops at no’rhing to loring you to His side.
W hen you look up, you can then start to look around - and see life, see your purpose. Live, friends,
look up, look around, you'|| get Jrhrough this. Let's get fhrough this Jroge’rher - alive, |iving life elevated,

|iving with our Ascended Savior. Amen and amen.




