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A MESSAGE FROM THE PASTOR
Dear Cascade Christian Church,

This is that wonderful weekend where we celebrate Thanksgiving and the beginning of the season of Advent. | hope

your Thonksgiving dinner and fimes with friends and chi|y are full of joy as you thank God for all of your b|essings.
We have so many reasons to feel gro’refu|, and then fo express our thanks. May the love of God shine Jrhrough you as
you thank the people in your life for all of the ways they make your life better!

This Su ndoy, November 28, we begin our season of Advent, that time in the church year where we prepare our hearts
and minds for the birth of our Savior. Our focus this Advent season will be "W ait Upon the Lord" - @ phrose with two
meanings, we wait for the return of Jesus as we celebrate His first advent in Bethlehem, and we wait upon the Lord,

meaning we serve Him as He is our Lord, Savior, Brother, and King.

As we prepare for these special times of worship, | join the Church Board leadership in strongly urging that you wear a
mask when you are in close proximity to others in the pews. We recognize that not all are able to do this for medical
reasons. |he rates of COVID infections are so high, and the news we contfinue to get from Spectrum Health indicates
that Jrhings are especic1||y cho”enging rigH now. Please protect yourseh( and one another, as each one of you is precious

to this church Fomi|y. Your undereronding is so greoHy opprecio’red.

We begin the Advent season on November 28 as we look to God's long-time planned arrival of Jesus. Scripture shows
us repeo’red|y that we are to wait with FAITH - and faith means not o|w0ys seeing, not 0|W0ys unders’rcnding, but
trusting God's sovereignty and love as we wait. W aiting for Jesus is worth the wait, and may we grow in faith as we

wait together. God's blessings to you and keep the faith, Jill

UPCOMING WORSHIP SERVICES

Upcoming Worship Services with worship at 9:30 and 11:00 unless otherwise noted:
Sunday, November 28: The first Sunday of Advent focused on Waiting for the Lord with Foith, with the lighting of the Advent
candle and the Operation Santa Claus video
Sunday, December 5: JUBAL BRASS SUNDAY with one service in the sanctuary at 10:30. This is the second Sunday of Advent
focused on \)\/oiﬁng for the Lord with Hope, with the |igh+ing of the Advent candle and singing carols with Jubal Brass.
Sunday, December 12: This is the third Sunday of Advent focused on Waiting for the Lord with Joy, with the lighting of the Advent
candle and the Children’s Sundoy School Program at the 9:30 service.
Sunday, December 19: This is the fourth Su ndoy of Advent focused on \)\/oiﬂng for the Lord with Gratitude, with the |ig|’1+ing of the
Advent candle and specio| music.
Friday, December 24

e 3.00PM Worship service in the sanctuary, singing the carols, a time of great joy

e 5:00PM worship service in the chapel - singing the carols and a fime of great joy

e 11.00PM Worship service in the sanctuary, conc“ehght a time of great reverence

Sunday, December 26: We will have one worship service at 10:30 to celebrate God's goodness in 2021 and with a focus on our

co||ege students and the owording of co||ege scho|orships.



WEEKLY CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Ist Sunday of Advent

Sunday School - 9:30 AM
|Crib Room - 9:30 AM
Worship - 9:30 AM, .00 AM

Monday (11/29),
Alcoholics Anonymous - 8:00 PM (Coffee House)

Vlen's Group - 6:
Women's Bible Study - 9:00 AM (Coffee House)
Young Adult Small Group 7.00 PM

Overeaters Anonymous -

Wednesday Night Classes 6:30 PM
Wednesday: (12/1), « Adult Bible Study on Advent the week ending in
» Wednesday Jubilee - Elementary School 11/21/2021:
* Youth Group - Middle & High School Budgeted: $10,652
Scouts - 7:00 PM (Centennial Hall) Given: $13,773
Alcoholics Anonymous - 8:00 PM (Coffee House)

Be Bold (5th-7th grade) - 4:15 PM
Alcoholics Anonymous - 8:00 PM (Coffee House)

Tuesday (11/30)

Financial giving for

urch Oftice Closed

Open Talk Group - 7:30 AM (Coffee House)

_

DECEMBER 5TH: JUBAL BRASS, BRUNCH, AND CHRISTMAS
WORKSHOP SUNDAY!

On Sunday, December 5th we welcome Jubal Brass back to Cascade Christian Church. We will have one worship

service at 10:30 in the sanctuary, focused on our hope in God as He sent Jesus to redeem the world. Jubal Brass is a 19
member brass choir that has been at Cascade Christian for over 50 years, he|ping us to celebrate the advent of Christ
the Lord.

On December 5th we highly recommend that all who come to worship wear a mask to protect yourself and those
around you.

After the Worship service our high school you’rh will be hosﬁng a brunch as a fund raiser for their summer mission trip.
All are invited and COVID pro’roco|s for food hono“ing and serving will be followed.

At 1:30 there will be a meeting in the coffee house for all of our elders, led by Elder Chair Gail Duchon.

Our annual Christmas Workshop of making crafts and ornaments and decorating cookies will be held in Centennial Hall
from 2:00-4:00PM. Masking is highly recommended for all who attend. We will also have some Christmas Around the
World activities. If you would like to make a poster about a country that interests you, the Christmas crafts, foods, and
customs of that country, please be in touch with the church office and we'll get you signed up.

Looking forward to this special Sunday with our church and community!
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GENERAL NEWS

NEW WEDNESDAY NIGHT BIBLE STUDY
The Wednesdoy Nigh’r Bible s’ruo|y group is beginning a new s’rudy on December Ist from 6:30-

8:00PM. This will be o three week study, focused on our Advent theme of "Wait Upon the Lord". This
is an easy s’rudy, perfec’r for begirmers, and great for anyone who needs to refocus their attention from
the busyness of this season back to the birth of the Savior. Join us or call Jill at the church office for

more information.

THANK YOU JANE WOOD
On Sundoy, November 21, the church recognized Jane Wood for

all of her work in Second Mile House ministry. Since 1976, Jane has
been part of the distribution of c|o’rhing, dry goods, household and
kitchen equipment, and food to those in need. Social Action and
Mission Outreach Choirperson Diane Phe|ps recognized Jane with
a power poin’r of Jone’s Work, ﬂowers, and a gh(’r card. Second Mile
House has been a blessing to so many people, and Jane is to be
commended for her work in mqking this possib|e.

Currently Second Mile House is NOT accepting clothing or
donations, and those |ooking for an alternative o|rop off site migl’m’r
consider Goodwill or Flat River Qutreach Ministries in Lowell.

The Church Board is looking at alternative uses for the Second

Mile House bui|o|ing, and will keep the church informed.

IKEA TRIP AND WOMEN'S Ty e
NIGHT OUT L Y S
Many thanks to Diane Vanleeuwen and Barb
Dykhuizen for arranging the women's day out ot
IKEA. We had SO much fun, and appreciate
driver Michael Dirksen for putting up with all of
the merriment as he drove the church van.

Our December women's event will be dinner out
at Cascade Roadhouse. The day and time will be
announced, and all women are encouraged to

come and have fun with their sisters in Christ.




CHILDRENS MINISTRIES

WEDNESDAY NIGHTS
Our Wednesdoy Nigh’r Youth Group for e|emen+ory kids is up and running again. We are cloing our

own unique lesson, |o|oymg some fun games, doing crafts, and hoving a great snack each week. Come

learn more about God, and hong out with some of your friends from E|emen’r0ry Compl Note: We
will not be having Wednesday Nighi‘ Youth Group the week of Thanksgiving.

CHRISTMAS PROGRAM

Our Children are beginning work on the Christmas program this Sundoy during the 9:30 servicel If
you would like your child to participate, p|eose make sure Jrhey attend Sunday School as often as
possib|e from now until the program on December 12. We will be assigning roles this Sundoy
(November 21), and parents will receive an email with more information next week.

CHRISTMAS WORKSHOP & CHRISTMAS AROUND THE WORLD

Our annual Christmas \)\/orkshop of mqking crafts and ornaments and decoroﬁng cookies will be held
in Centennial Hall from 2:00-4.00PM Dec. 5th. Masking is highly recommended for all who attend.
We will also have some Christmas Around the World activities. If you would like to make a poster
about a cou ntry that interests you, the Christmas crafts, foods, and customs of that cou ntry, p|ecse be

in fouch with the church office and we'll get you signeo| up.

BE BOLD
We are |’10|o|ing a class for 5th-7th groders on Thursday afternoons from 4:15 - 5:45. Each week welll

be wres’r|ing with questions about the faith. If your child needs a ride from school, p|eose contact the

church office.

Advent Schedule -- Wednesday Nights

November 24th - No Wednesday Night Events
December 1st - Regular Schedule

December 8th - Regular Schedule s
December 15th - Regular Schedule ‘%’

December 22nd - 6:30-9:00 PM MS/HS Holiday Party
(Bring a White Elephant Gift!)
December 29th - MS/HS SKki Trip (No other events)

januarrSth - Regular Scl'.ule




MIDDLE & HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH GROUP

SUNDAY SCHOOL
This year we are Working our way Jrhrough the whole Bible. Come rithr up to the youih room at 11:00

AM (we will not be dismissing from Church). We hope to see you therel

EVENT SIGN UP -- IMPORTANT!
We are so excited to get youth group underway. We will be going to Spring Hill

for a winter retreat, Mackinac Island, on a mission trip, and doing some
fundraisers to he|p pay for these events as well. If you'd like to he||o out or you

know that your child would like to participate, p|eose fill out the form. Let Michael

know if you have any quesiions.

WEDNESDAY NIGHT YOUTH GROUP
Our Wednesdoy Nighi Youth Group is up and running again. We are i(o||owing the lessons in Sundoy

School and |eorning more about what we learned that week in Sundoy School. We hope to see you

here each weekl Note: We will not be having Wednesday Night Youth Group the week of
Tl‘\anksgiving.

JUBAL BRASS BRUNCH
On December 5th the Middle School and High School Youth Groups will be hosting the Jubal Brass

Brunch to he|p raise money for our Winter and Summer activities! Please let Michael Dirksen know if

you are able to he|p volunteer for a time to he|p work the brunch.

caberfae
ski trip

MEET AT THE CHURCH AT 8AM
RETURN BY 8PM




11.21.2021 SERMON: GRATITUDE AND THANKSGIVING

Have you ever Jrhouthr that there is a difference between groﬁJrude and ’rhonksgiving? While close cousins, | see
groﬂ’rude as a Fee|ing and Jrhorﬂ(sgi\/ing as an action. If someone does someJrhing for me, | feel gro+e1cu|. My oﬁ(ering
of thanks to that person is an action. One can feel groﬁ’rude without Jrhomksgivmg, but one cannot be thankful
without feeling grateful. Thanksgiving is gratitude in action.

As we approach our national holiday of Thanksgiving, this is a time and a season fo feel grateful, and then to make
and take the action to offer thanks.

| realize that for some of you, you migh’r not feel as gro’refu| as you have other years. It has been a |ong and difficult
year, there migh’r not be as many peop|e around the table this Thonksgiving, many of us have experienced the
death of someone we love. It's still not easy fo get peop|e Jrogeﬂ'}er, travel has become more cho”enging, the
pondemic still looms over our go’rherings. And while it mig|’1+ be difficult, we will be so blessed if we take time this

season to feel groJreFuL and express our Hﬁonksgiving to God.

Here's a little story to illustrate this: One Thanksgiving season a family was seated around their table, looking at the
annual holiday bird. It was their tradition to say some words of admiration for the roasted turkey. When they came
to the 5—yeor—o|d in the fomi|y, he begon by |ool<mg at the tu rkey and told the tu rkey H\onk—you, saying o|’rhough he
had not tasted it, he knew it would be gooo|. He didn't stop there, he begon to give credit to those who provio|ec| the
tu rkey. The little boy thanked his parents for buying and cooking the Jrurkey, he said thank you for the checker at the
grocery sfore who checked out the tu r|<ey, for the grocery sfore peop|e who put it in the freezer, for the farmer who
made the Jrurkey so fat, for the peop|e who made the tu rkey feed, and for the trucker who broug|’1+ the Jrurkey to the
store. He traced the turkey all the way from its origin to his plate. And then at the end of his discourse, he solemnly
asked "Did | leave anybody out?" His 7-year-older sister, embarrassed by all those proceedings, said, "God." Solemnly
and without being flustered at all, the 5—yeor—o|o| said, "l was about to get around to Him."

How about us? Are we going fo get around to God this Thonksgivmg? We have much to be gro’refu| for, we have
all gotten Jrhrough and continue to get Jrhrough cho”enging times. And while not a church |'10|y o|oy, Thonksgiving has
become a significon’r time of groJriJruo|e, of Jr|'1or1l<ing God for all His b|essings. In the prep for the food, football, black
Frido\/ sales, let's be sure we get around to God. We know the origins of Thonksgiving: We recall that the Pi|grims
were grateful. These refugees from England had crossed the ocean, seeking religious freedom, and it was difficult,
many of them died during that first winter. Native Americans helped the Pilgrims learn how to survive, and by
autumn, Jrhings had greoHy improved. The Pi|grims, being gro’refu| for how God had seen them Jrhrough, and
gro+e1cu| for the he|p Jrhey received from their Native American allies, celebrated by giving thanks to God for His
provision. Tocloy, Thonksgiving mighf be the on|y time that some peop|e get around to giving God thanks. How
much better our lives, communities, nation, and world would be if we remembered to feel gro+e1(u| for what we

have and offer our thanks to God o|o1i|y! It is one of the best Jr|'1ir1gs we can do- and it is scrip+uro|;



11.21.2021 SERMON: GRATITUDE AND THANKSGIVING

In the Old Testament we read of sacrifices and festivals where the peop|e gave thanks to God, of celebrations for
God's deliverance, of praise for provision when all had seemed lost. The Psalmist wrote in Psalm 100: Shout for joy to
the Lord, all the earth. Worship the Lord with g|adness; come before him with joyfu| songs. Know that the Lord is
God. It is he who made us, and we are his; we are his peop|e, the sheep of his pasture. Enter his gates with
H‘lcnksgiving and his courts with praise; give thanks to him and praise his name. For the Lord is goocl and his love

endures forever; his faithfulness continues +hrough all generations.

In all generations, at all times, the peop|e of God were to look at their lives and circumstances, and see the goodness
and fullness of God, to feel gro+efu|, and express their thanks. This has not chonged, experiencing gro’ri+ude, Fee|ing
grofefuh expressing thanks, does us gooo| - it fills our souls. Findmg the reasons to be gro’refu|, saying thank you,
|iving a life of groﬁ’rude will make you live |onger, feel better, and get your heart and mind righ’r with God and the
people around you. That might be hard in 2021.

Think for a moment. Is our thanksgiving rooted in an overwhelming praise unto God for His goodness, for our
salvation in Jesus Christ? Or are we crushed by what no longer is, by what we do not have, by what we think we
should be? So often we put our hope in e0r+h|y Jrhmgs and in other peop|e, forge’r’ring that God is the giver of all
gooo| Jrhings. If the worst +hmg we could possib|y imagine were fo become true for us Jroo|oy, could we say “Shout for

joy to the Lord, all the earth. Worship the Lord with g|odness; come before him with joyful songs.’

Thonksgiving can be a simp|e time of groJriJrude, good food, Fomi|\/ and friends around a table, s’rorere”ing, |oug|’1+er,
probob|y eating a lite too much, and then shoring the leftovers. We need to understand that Thcnksgiving is not
just a day, but a faith-style. It is the life that we are called to live in Jesus Christ. If our thankfulness is rooted only in
God's gh“rs, in what God has given us, but not in God Himself, then our Jrhcmksgiving is shallow and superﬂcicﬂ. True
gratitude becomes the act of thanksgiving when you "Know that the Lord is God. It is he who made us, and we are
his; we are his people, the sheep of his pasture.” Our thanksgiving must be rooted in God Himself.

A little church joke here: Two men were Wo|l<ing Jrhrough a field one doy when ’rhey spoHed an enroged bull.
|ns’ro1n’r|y ’rhey darted toward the nearest fence. The storming bull followed in hot pursuit, and it was soon apparent
’rhey wouldn't make it. Terrified, the one shouted to the other, "Put up a prayer, John. We're in for itl" John
answered, 'l can't. I've never made a public prayer in my life" "But you must!" implored his companion. "The bull is
catching up to us." "All right," panted John, "Il say the only prayer | know, the one my father used to repeat at the

table: 'O Lord, for what we are about to receive, make us truly thankful."

What motivates you tfo feel gro+e1cu| and express your thanks? The propheJr Habakkuk provides us with an exomp|e
of someone who understood giving thanks without putting any conditions on God. This Old Testament propheJr's
words have deep relevance for Thonksgiving 2021 in groﬁ’rude and give thanks to God, even in the most difficult of

times.



11.21.2021 SERMON: GRATITUDE AND THANKSGIVING

Listen to Habakkuk 3:17-19
Though the fig tree does not bud and there are no grapes on the vines,
’rl‘\ough the olive crop fails and the fields produce no food, H‘lougl‘l there are no sheep in the pen and no cattle in the

stalls, yet | will rejoice in the Lord, | will be joyful in God my Savior. The Sovereign Lord is my strength; he makes my
feet like the feet of a deer, he enables me to tread on the heighi‘s.

This is one of the greatest confessions of faith found onywhere in the Scripture. God peop|e af the time of Habakkuk
faced the invasion of Judah by Babylon. The prophet knew that many of the people, like young Daniel whom we studied
this fall, would go into exile, never to come home, and many would be slain. The land would be ruined, and Jerusalem
and the Jremp|e would be o|eerroyeO|. Yet, Habakkuk tells God that he would trust God no matter what hoppensl If
Habakkuk had depended on his Fee|ings, he couldnt have made this greoJr confession of faith. When Habakkuk looked
ahead, he saw his nation headed for destruction and when he looked around, he saw everything in the economy about

to fall apart. But when he looked up b\/ faith, he saw God, and all his fears were rep|oced with s’rrenngh and trust.

Habakkuk was thankful to the Lord even Jrhough there would be a lack of food, his community would be uprooJred, his
people decimated. But these verses represent unconditional thanksgiving, not dependent on any external thing, but rooted
in God clone, rooted in the experience of the wonder of salvation. Our thanksgiving to God should be unconditional, just
as God's love for His peop|e is unconditional. We need to be consistent and faithful in giving thanks to the Lord, because

He is consistent and faithful in |oving us.

The ’rhanksgiving that Habakkuk spoke of is in God alone. He was proc|0iming that his Jrhc}nksgi\/ilﬁg would not be
imcrequen’r or shallow. It would not be given on|y when Jrhings were ogreeob|e and comfortable, but o|woys - because his
Jrhcmksgiving would be roofed in a profound, persono|, and real experience of God's salvation and of God's present

strength.

Hobakkuk knew he was blessed by God as he spoke not on|y of the loss of everydoy comforts, but of the very supports
of life. He poirﬁed a dark picture, using the |onguoge of the ogricuHure of his o|oy. He said, if the fig tree does not blossom
(the fig was a stable food for them); the lobor of the olive fail (the olive tree brought oil for cooking); the fields would be
barren (the bor|ey, the wheat - no food to be lorougH to the storage bins); the flocks would be cut off from the fold
(sheep, which would give them wool and meat, would not be in existence); the herds would not be found in the stalls
(the barns would be empty and the livestock dead and gone). He imogined comp|e+e economic ruin and disaster; and

circumstances leading to famine, hunger, crying children, and malnutrition, and yet he rejoiced in the Lord.

Perhops we can relate better to Habakkuk in 2021 better than ever before. He was Jro|l<ir1g about the co||c1pse of the
economy, severe food sl’mor’roges, desolation. | think we can better understand desolation due to the pondemic. Mon\/ of us
have had it easy for much of our lives; we have had times of such plenty. Habokkuk's example tells us although my job
would be gone; my income would be cut off; my o|oi|i+y to provide food taken away, my health or my loved ones taken;

yet | will rejoice in the Lord, | will have joy in the God of my salvation.



11.21.2021 SERMON: GRATITUDE AND THANKSGIVING

And so we can rejoice with groﬁJrude and ’rhonksgiving. What are you gr0+e1cu| for? W hat action of ’rhonksgiving will
you take to express your groﬁ+uo|e? God is Creator and Provider, and this week we are reminded to be gro+e1cu| and
offer thanks to God who has p|oceo| intfo our hands every’rhing we have. Abso|u’re|y everyﬂ'\ing comes to us from
God. Our gro’riJrude, if it is to be true and |05Jring, must go deeper. Real groJriJrude leads to Jrhomksgivmg, and the
action of giving thanks must be in and to the God who has given all. Gratitude must u|’rim0+e|y be a pro{ound
thanks to God for His salvation, and for His grace to you and me. So, how should we thank Him?

Habakkuk's thanksgiving had no reservations in it. There is no halfway gratitude in his words. Come what may, we
should declare, yet | will rejoice in the Lord, | will be joyfu| in God my Savior. The Sovereign Lord is my s’rrengi‘h;
he makes my feet like the feet of a deer, he enables me to tread on the heighi‘s. As many of you are deer hunﬁng
this November, you get what the feet of the deer are copob|e of - running, |eoping, deer are swift, nimble, ogi|e‘
With God as our erreng’rh, we too can run and |eop for joy, we too can be nimble, resilient, ogi|e, odop’rob|e. And
then, in the s’rrengﬂﬁ of the Lord, whatever our circumstances, we can tread on the heigHs, we go to the higher
p|oces of grace, grd’rifude, +honl<sgiving, and humi|i+y, before our God. Our spirits can soar in victory, in serenity, in
abundant spiritual joy. SO what are you grateful for? What inspires in you the act of Thanksgiving? Habokkuk saw
a nation headed for destruction and the economy about to collopse. But when he looked up by faith, he saw God,
and his fears vanished. No matter what, he was thankful. On Thonksgivmg 2021, may we look to the heigHs, to the

errenngh of our God, to the love of our Savior, and feel gro+e1(u|, and give thanks. Amen and amen.
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RECONCILISTION MINISTRY - CHRISTIAN CHURCH (DISCIPLES

OF CHRIST) THANKSGIVING OFFERING
For many years the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) has worked for justice and equity for dll

people. Your gifts to this longstanding program of our denomination will help promote a more just and

|oving society

lsaiah 56:1 — This is what the L ORD says: "Maintain justice and do what is righf, for my salvation is

C/OS@ af I’TGI’JC/ OI’)C/ my rig/’#eousness WI// soon be reveo/ec/.”
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