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A MESSAGE FROM THE PASTOR
Dear Cascade Christian Church,

Summer is coming fo an end, school has begun, and on Monday we observe Laobor Day. We read in

Ecclesiastes 3:13: "And the people should eat and drink and enjoy the fruit of their labors, for these are gifts
from God.” While there is much pain and sorrow in the world, we also have so many reasons to give thanks to
God. Labor Day became a federal holiday in 1894, a day to celebrate the contributions of the laborers and to
give them a o|oy of rest, and there is someﬂ’]ing deep|y scrip’ruro| in this idea. In creating the world, God
labored, God worked for six days and then rested. Our God is a working God, God did not create the world
and then leave this |o|0ne’r to its own devices, no, God has conﬁnuo”y been at work in the lives of peop|e. God
invites us to work or labor with Him - and each one of us, whatever our age or stage of life, each one of us is
a laborer in God's Kingdom.
Have you thought about how your work matters to God? You don't have to work at a church to have your
work be part of Kingdom building. The work you do helps sustain God's creation and brings about God's peace.
Through your work someone might come to know Jesus as Lord. Think about everything your work does:

« Through your work God meets the needs of people who are of eternal value to Him

+ Through your work God meets your own needs and the needs of your family

« Through your work God can provide for the needs of others when you share the fruit of your labor or

when you give generously from your abundance

« Through your work you can love God and love your neighbors

« And through your work, you can explore and use the many God given talents you possess.
This Labor Day | give thanks to God for those who are my fellow laborers. The church has always had terrific
people working here, and the current staff carries on the mission of Cascade Christian Church with faithfulness
and excellence. It is Jrru|y a privi|ege to work with our Minister of Maintenance, Mel Behm, Business Monoger
Mark Lcngenboch, High School and Young Adult Ministries Director Michael Dirksen, Children and Middle
School Ministries Director Adam Carlson, Office Administrator Caitlin Oke, \)\/orship Leader Jacob Re||oh, Child
Development Center Director Jane Klein, organists Nancy Gaskell and Carol Rienstra, and our crib room and
Child Care staffs. It is also an honor and |o|essing to work with so many volunteers, oo numerous to list - but
everyone of them a laborer in God's fields.
May you eat and drink and enjoy the fruit of your labors over the holiday weekend, and also remember to
give thanks to our Working God who labors on our behalf with grace and goodness.
We will have ONE worship service this Sunday, September 5 and again on September 12 - see you in the
sanctuary at 10:30 as we worship as one people.

Keep the faith and God bless you,
Jill



WEEKLY CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Sunday School - 10:30 AM
Crib Room - 10:30 AM
Worship - 10:30 AM

L abor Day - Office Closed

Alcoholics Anonymous - 8:00 PM (Coffee House)

Men's Group - 6:30 AM (Coffee House) Financial giving for

the week ending in

Scouts - 7:00 PM (Centennial Hall) 8/29/20921:
Alcoholics Anonymous - 8:00 PM (Coffee House) Budge‘l'ed: $10,652

Thursday (9/9). Given: $4,512.91

Wed nesdoy_(%)_

Alcoholics Anonymous - 8:00 PM (Coffee House)

Men's Group - 6:30 AM (Coffee House)

Church Office Closed

Regiono| Assemb|y Zoom 10-1:30
Saturday, (9/1),

A MESSAGE ABOUT THE CASCADIAN

If you have any announcements or events that need to be added to the Cascadian, p|eose email them
to the church office manager Caitlin Oke, at oﬁcice@coscodechrisﬁon,com, by Tuesdoy at 9AM of the
week that you need them added.

THANK YOU KAREN OOSTEMA
The church joins the Cascade Christian Child

Development  Center  Staff and  Board in

congro’ru|o’ring Karen Oostema on 20 years of

service in the Toddler Room. Karen has been a
faithful and |oving caregiver and Jrec|cher, and has
been a joy to the children in her care, to their
parents, and fo her co-workers. Thank you, Karen,
for all of these years of serving and God's blessings

to youl
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CHILDRENS MINISTRIES

Fall programs are almost herel As your Christian Education staff members, Michael and | have been

Parents and Families,

working hard to design some great opportunities for kids of every age to learn about God. Spaces
where Jr|’1ey'|| be met where Jrhey're at by Jesus Christ and a caring community of believers. We ask
that you join us in faithful prayer for the work God will do in our programs this Fall.
Part of my Fall prep has been engrossing myseh( in the tradition of prayer Jrhroughou’r the his’rory of the
Church (vio Michael Counsell's "2000 Years of Prayer"). | find it so uplifting to see the concerns some
Jrru|y great Church leaders laid before God; Jrhey look so much like some of my own. I"'m por+icu|or|y
encouroged by leaders who allowed simp|e Jrhings to hold great meaning - such as the desert father
Macarius of Egypt (300-391), who, when he was asked, "How should we proy?” responded:
There is no need to speok much in prayer; often stretch out your hands
and say, "Lord, as you will and as you know, have mercy on me. But if
there is war in your soul, add, 'Help me!" and because He knows what we
need, he shows mercy on us.
Our younger groups are embrocing simp|ici+y this Fall. Our \)\/ednesdoy nigh’r classes are resuming for
our Elementary kids, and to celebrate, we've decided to rename that class "Wednesday Jubilee'. We'll
be diving into the simp|e truth of God's love for us and for the world He created, and we'll have fun
doing it.
Some important notes concerning Fall Programes:

o Middle/High Sunday School is being moved to the 11:00 service to allow students to sit in the 9:30

service.
o The crib room will be open every Sundoy. On \)\/ednesdoys, it will be open as requeered.
e Evenif your child has attended our programs in the past, we are Osking everyone to register so we
know we have up-to-date information.

Last but not least: There is so much to be excited for this Fall, but we cannot do it without volunteers.

We s’rrong|y urge parents and other adults to get

Elementary Programs

involved with Sunday School, Youth Group, or (Pre-K - 5th)
Wednesday Jubilee. There will be a registration Sunday Wednesday
table up in the Narthex a few weeks before our School Jubilee
programming begins so parenfs can sign their Fomi|y Sundays Wednesdays
up fo participate. 9:30 AM 6:30 PM
Grace and Peace, Middle/High Programs
Adam Carlson (6th - 12th)

Children and Middle School Christian Education Sundgy Youth
Director S Group

Sundays Wednesdays
3 11:00 AM ©:30 PM




MIDDLE & HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH GROUP

MISSION TRIP 2022
We are going fo have a meeting about Mission Trip

2022 on SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 12TH in High School
Room immedio+e|y 1Co||owing the Uni’ry Service. Bring your
questions, comments, and get excited for a |i1(ec|’1<:mging

Jrrip!

WEDNESDAY NIGHT YOUTH GROUP
\)\/ednesdoy Nigh’r Youth Group will be starting up once

again on Sep’rember 15th. Come reody to learn more about

God, p|oy some wocky games, and have a good time with

all the peop|e here in you’rh group!

FALL SUNDAY SCHOOL
We are splitting up Sunday School in the falll Starting on September 19th come and worship with

everyone at 9:30 and then join us for Sunday School at 1:00 AM (come right o the youth rooml) We
will be going ’rhrough the whole bible this year in Sundoy School. We hope to see you therel

WORLD NEWS

CARIBBEAN CHILDREN'S FOUNDATION - NORA LEON
The news out of Haiti has been heart breoking as the area that Nora serves, Les Coyes, has been hit

|oy an eor’rl’mquoke, a +ropico| storm, and then the aoftershocks of the eor’rhquoke. On Sundoy, Augusf 29
Nora gave us an up to date account of the devastation in Les Coyes and lle a Vache, and how great
the need is for water, food, and shelter. A free will oﬁfering was taken, and the church gave $2345.54.
Our Social Action and Mission Outreach Committee urges everyone to dig deep and give to Caribbean
Children’'s Foundation as they seek to help the children and families where the earthquake hit. You can

give online and/or send a check to the church. Thank you for your generosity.

TOWNSHIP NEWS

CASCADE HERITAGE DAY

Cascade HeriJroge Doy is a doy|ong event on Sep+ember 925th, ce|ebro’ring Cascade Township‘ There will be a
5K race in the morning, a corn hole tournament in the afternoon, and evening food trucks and a beer tent near
Cascade Township |_i|or0ry.

Cascade Christian s hosﬁng an open house in the chope| from 10.:00AM-2.00PM with refreshments, and
displays of Cascade Christian’s early history. We are also hosting an aid station at the end of the race. If you
would like to |’1e|p at ether event, p|eose call the church office.
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ADULT MINISTRIES

REGIONAL ASSEMBLY
The Annual Regiono| Assemb|y of the Christian Church (Discip|es of Chris’r) Michigon Region is scheduled as a

Zoom meeting on SoJrurdoy, Seerember 1. Cascade Christian Church will be well represen’red by the fo”owing

(ﬂe|ego+es and participants:
Pastor Armand Aronson, Pastor Ko’rhy Bird DeYoung, Adam Carlson, Michael Dirksen, Steve Dirksen, John

Duchon, Barb Dykhuizen, Chuck Dykhuizen, Pam Dykhuizen, Amber Elliott, Pastor Jill Forton, Diane Phe|ps, and
Board Chair Jeff VanStrien.

The business agenda will include two major votes - to be regional partners with the Christian Church of Illinois
and Wisconsin, and to call Reverend Teresa Du|yeo Parker to be our new Regiono| Minister when Reverend
Eugene James retires in December.

For more information on this event p|eose go fo michigondiscip|es‘org or come to the church office to see a
paper copy of the business docket. Regis’rroﬁon is open until Sep’rember 9, and |o|eose call the church office if

you would like to be regis’rered for this Zoom meeting.

UNITY SERVICE AND ALL CHURCH PICNIC
The church will have one WOFSl’]ip service on Sundoy, Sep+em|oer 12 at 10:30 for our annudl Uni+y

Service. This will be followed by a boxed lunch, catered by CoprioHi's. If you would like to volunteer

for this wonderful picnic, p|eose contact Gail Duchon or call the church office.

MEN’S RETREAT AT CAMP CRYSTAL
Men can sfill register for the Sepfember 17-19 Men's retreat at Crys’ro|. Please go to compcrys’ro|.org

to register, and church has scho|orships for those who would like to attend. The deadline to sign up is
September 12.

RIPPLING HOPE
We would like to include Middle and High school students, parents, and other adult volunteers to represent

Cascade Christian in this outreach event. Volunteers will help with yard clean-up, small painting tasks, and
other jobs for residents of Detroit. There are also indoor tasks like organization atf Ripp|ing Hope's warehouse
in the office and storage areas.

October 2nd, Leave from church in eor|y in the morning, work from about 9:30-4.00, then return home by
6:30-7.

Bring; water bottle, bag lunch, and work g|oves. If working outside wear closed foe shoes and dress for the
weather. Tools will be supplied however you can bring your own yard tools if you prefer.

Contact: Diane Phelps ot dianephelps2010@gmail.com, Michael Dirksen at mdirksen@cascadechristian.com,
or the church office if you have questions and to RSVP.

DAYS FOR GIRLS WORKSHOP

Assembhng, ironing, cutting, and eriJrching sustainable menstrual kits for young women.
Sep’rember 18, 1-4
October 16, 1-4
November 20, 1-4

Centennial Hall.

All skill |eve|s, sewers and non-sewers alike. Contact Diane Phe|ps email dionephe|psQO]O@gmoi|4com, or call

the church office. 5
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8.22.2021 SERMON: SURVIVOR STORIES: JOB

This summer we have been spending time in the Old Testament, |ool<ing at some of the stories of the Bible that
maybe you haven't thought about much since you were a Sunday School kid. All of the people of the Old
Testament share a common denominator in their stories- Jrne\/ all point ahead to Jesus Christ, the Messiah.
Joseph's story spoke to us of forgiveness and grace, Noah's story is one of obedience, and Abraham’s story is of
faithfulness and trust. None of these men were pencec’r, their sins and flaws are rignJr there in scripture, yet each
one of them got Jrnrougn increo|ib|\/ difficult times, and |oy the grace and guidonce of God, so shall we.

Does it feel like every week this summer has brought more and more challenges? The photos here are from the
last week - the 1(|ooo|ing in Tennessee that killed so many peop|e, the situation at the Kabul airport, the loss of 13
of our service members and the death and Wounding of so many in Afgnonieron, the aftermath of the hurricane
and eOrJrnquoke in Haiti, the other hurricanes and Jrropic:cn| storms niHing the south and the Atlantic coast, the
increase of covid and the delta variant. | should have added the continuing wildfires Jrnrougnoqu the west, and
even on Isle Royal in Lake Superior. If you are feeling anxious or are experiencing defeat, you are not alone.
Today we are going to look at another Old Testament story of someone who got through the most difficult of
times, the story of Job, one that you probob|y heard little of back in Sundoy School. It isn't an easy story at all,
but Job's story encourages us fo persevere, fo get Jrhrougn, and to realize that God is there in the pain,
uncertainty, and choos.

Job was able to persevere Jrnrougn his trials not because of his own errenngn or resolve, but rather because of
what he knew about God, and that is that God is 100% in control, God is 100% gooo|, and God never makes a
mistake. Most of you are probob|y at least somewhat familiar with the story of Job's journey, but let's go ahead

review it Jrogejrner and see what we can learn O|ong the way.

Job was blameless, an upright kind of guy who feared God and shunned evil. He was a wealthy man, with a
big {Omi|\/, called the greatest man among all of the peop|e of the east. In cnoerer one read of a conversation
God has with Satan. Satan claims that Job is on|y re|igious because God has blessed him. So God, knowing from
the beginning that Job is going to pass the test, gives Satan permission fo attack Job. But God puts clear limits
on exactly what Satan is allowed to do. This reaffirms that God is 100% in control. Satan can only do what God
permits him to do and no more.

So it begins, and this is harsh - Satan kills Job's children and des’rroys all his wealth, Jrninking that would make
Job curse God. But Job doesn't - here is how Job responds in his devastation: Job 1:20-22 20 At this, Job got up
and tore his robe and shaved his head. Then he fell to the grouncl in worship 21 and said: "Naked | came from
my mother's womb, and naked | will depcr’r. The Lord gave and the Lord has taken away; may the name of
the Lord be praisecl." 22 In all this, Job did not sin by chqrging God with wrongdoing.

So Satan returns to God again and this time gets permission to aofflict Job with sores from head to foot. Job's
wife encouroged Job to curse God and die. But again, Job refuses to cnarge God with wrong. At that point,
Job's three friends hear of his predicomen’r and Jrney came Jroge’rner to comfort Job. And for seven doys ’rney just
sit with Job without uttering a word. And that was the best Jrning Jrne\/ did - sometimes we need fo simp|\/
practice the ministry of presence, just to be with another person, not frying to fix Jrnings or e><|o|oins stuff away,

but to just be there.



8.22.2021 SERMON: SURVIVOR STORIES: JOB

Job Fino”y speoks and laments the o|oy of his birth. And then for the next 28 choerers, we read the conversation
that occurs between Job and his three friends. Their attitudes mirror how some peop|e cope with the Jrrc1geo|ies
we live in, let me summarize the opprooch that each of his three friends takes here:

The first friend to speak is Eliphaz who claims to speak absolute truth and offers the idea of retribution - that
God punishes the sinner and rewards the righteous. Eliphaz sees Job as a pious man gone astray. His basic
message fo Job is this: if you repent, then this illness will go away and God's b|essings will return. Moybe we've
been an E|iphoz. It can be hard, even awkward to see another person in their suﬁ(ering, we don't know what to
do or say, especio”y when Jrhey are hurﬁng, so we sometimes use spiri+u0| |onguoge at them and hope it will
he|p. Moybe this has hoppened to you- someone has told that if you just clean up your life or have enough
faith, then God will take away the pain and restore His b|essings. But that opprooch brough’r obso|u’re|y no

comfort to Job, and it may not comfort peop|e Jrodoy either.

Bildad is the next friend who speoks, and he too has the idea that all suﬂ(ering is a result of sin. But he adds to
Job's suﬂtering |oy proc|oiming that Job's children died because Jrhe\/, too, were gui|’r\/ of sin and warns Job that
unless he repents, he will suffer the same fate. For Bildad, even the fact that Job questions God's actions s
evidence of his wickedness. Bildad's opprooch is not all that different that E|iphoz‘s, but he is even less
compassionate and views Job as inherenﬂy evil, rather than a pious man gone astray. Um(or’runo’re|\/, there are
still peop|e like that, who think Jrhe\/ are called to judge others, and if somefhing is wrong in your life it is your
fault- God is punishing you. But often those same peop|e fail to recognize their own sin, and even if Jrhe\/ do
pause |ong enough to remove the |og from their own eye, Jrhe\/ mighf wave it in judgmerﬁ at another person.
Not surprising|y, Jrhey bring litHe comfort.

The third friend is Zophor. He presumes fo speok for God, sees Jrhings as black and white, and he tells Job how
Jrhings reo||\/ are.He does this without compassion or love, without reo||\/ seeing Job's suﬁ(ering. Agoin, we have a
lot of Zophor's in the world Jroo|c1y. The\/ claim to know the mind of God in every situation, so ’rhey alone can
present the solution to one's suﬂ(ering. But Job is not comforted at all b\/ his three friends.

There is a younger man, |is+ening into this conversation -Elihu - who does not picture God as an angry juo|ge,
but rather as a merciful Savior and he goes on tfo e><|o|oin that sometimes God uses suﬁcering to reveal sin, even
in a righ’reous person. But the greatest contribution Elihu makes is that he prepares Job to listen to God in the
last part of the book.

At the beginning in chap’rer 38, God has had enough of the friends and their e><|o|ono+ions, and God speoks
o|irec+|\/ to Job, reminding Job that God is im(ini’re|y powen(u| and that His ways and Jrhough’rs are higher than
Job's. God tells Job to brace himself like a man, that Job has spoken without know|edge - and Job s
immediately humbled and silenced in the presence of God. | would encourage you to read Job 38-42 today -
God's words here are o powerful reminder of who God is, what God does, what God knows. God speaks of His
own wisdom and know|eo|ge over all Jrhmgs, from the onge|s, to the constellations, to the poJrhs of |igh+ning bolts,
to the lives of animals. God's mithry power is on full o|isp|o\/ - and Job gefts it. At the begirming of this book Job
had it all, then he lost it all, now he gains more than he ever had. Job's response is this: Job 42:1-3 Then Job
rep|iec| to the Lord: 2 °| know that you can do all +|1ings; no purpose of yours can be thwarted. 3 You asked,
‘Who is this that obscures my plqns without knowledge?' Surely [ spo|<e of +hings | did not understand, Jrhings

too wonderful for me to know. 7



8.22.2021 SERMON: SURVIVOR STORIES: JOB

It is on|y after heoring from God that Job realizes that he and his friends have been osking the wrong questions
all o|ong and Job teaches us this lesson: When we persevere ’rhrough trials, what matters is Who we know, not

what we know. Mony of you are osking "\)\/hy?” in the troubles we are in - are these the end times

- Why is God |e’r+ing all of this hoppen? If anyone could answer that, Jr|'1ey would be co-equo| with God. You will
not find the answers on tv, or in a newspaper, or from a podcoer. W hat matters is Who you know. If you don't
know God, if you don't have a foundation in Jesus, there is no |’10pe for you, there won't be hope in you. You'll
be like Job's friends - trying to monsp|oin God.

God's ways are above us, sometimes beyond our human capacity fo comprehend. But that doesnt mean God is
absent, no, God is always on the move for our good, even on our pain and suffering. No purpose of God can be

thwarted.

This is a hard book of the Bible, and not one for a children’s bedtime story. But for peop|e who are s’rrugghng
with the comp|e><i+ies of life- this book has much to say. [+ speoks to the s+rugg|ing faith of sufferers, to peop|e
who sit close to suﬁ(ering - and Jrhey are all around us: the peop|e who work covid units in hospi+o|s, our po|ice
officers and fireﬂgh’rers, hospice chop|oins, the men and women who are serving in Afghonieron and the families
of the 13 who lost their lives this week, the Nora's of the world who are on the front lines of the suﬁ(ering of the
poor, the many peop|e in our church Fomi|y who have buried a loved one this summer, the poren’rs who worries
for their es+rongeo| child, the school teacher cougH in mosking or not, when all she or he wants to do is teach,
the student who is focing their third year of disrup’red school. Sufferers, this book is for you - and Job tells us
hope comes when we persevere with Who we know - and that is a God who is 100% gooo|, 100% in control,
our God who does not make mistakes. With that God, with a foundation in Christ, we can persevere - and

survive, ’roge’rher, by God's grace.

Nora shared the Aposﬂe Paul's words that ring very true - sufferers - as hard as it can be - be joyfu| in hope,
be patient in offliction, and be faithful in prayer. You are not alone, persevere friends, because God knows you,

OI’]CI yOUI” survive ‘|'|’1€S€ Jrough times because you |<I’]OW God Amen cmo| amen.




