
1

CASCADIAN WEEKLY
May 28, 2021 Week 64

Dear Cascade Christian Church,

Every Memorial Day weekend we pause to remember those who passed away over the last year. We

remember these members and friends who died in 2020 and 2021, and are grateful for their

presence in our lives. On Sunday, May 30th at the 10:30AM worship service we will light a

candle in loving memory of:

John Barfuss

Jim Bird

Del Bishop

Eula Boris

Jonette Cavanaugh

Jean Cederquist

Guy Chandler

Mike Coon

Marge Harding

Haig Kassouni

Glen Lockhart

Gordon Maylone

Joanne Ott

C.J. Otto

Julie Slabbekoorn Powell

Bob Ross

Mary Lou Scott

Ron Stevens

Jean Weiland

Shirley Van Zwalenberg



Sunday School - 10:30 AM
Worship - 10:30 AM

Labor Day - Church Office Closed
Alcoholics Anonymous - 8:00 PM (Coffee House)

Alcoholics Anonymous - 8:00 PM (Coffee House)

Griefshare - 10:30 AM (Zoom)
Alcoholics Anonymous - 8:00 PM (Coffee House)

Church Office Closed

WEEKLY CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
Sunday (5/30)

Monday (5/31)

Tuesday (6/1)

Wednesday (6/2)

Thursday (6/3)

Friday (6/4)

Saturday (6/5)
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Financial giving
for the week

ending in
5/23/2021:

Budgeted:$8,432
Given: $12,199.28

KEYS AT CASCADE CHRISTIAN CHURCH
By now many of you may have noticed we have a new key system here at the church. The new key
system opens and closes doors with key fabs as oppose to traditional keys. That means that going
forward we are asking everyone NOT to use their keys to open and close doors. While they still work
now, by the end of June the only way to unlock doors will be by calling the church office and
scheduling the doors to be unlocked. This system is designed to be more secure, with less doors getting
left unlocked, and help us have greater control over who is in our buildings and when. If you have any
questions, please contact the church office. 

CHURCH COVID UPDATE
With the new guidelines from the CDC and State of Michigan our Church board has updated our
policies surrounding COVID and the precautions we are taking here at Cascade Christian Church. The
services are now mask-optional for those who are fully vaccinated. Moreover, we are once again
singing in church. We will continue to check in and do health screening for the foreseeable future. If you
have any questions about the updates to this policy, please let us know. 

THE CHURCH OFFICE & CASCADIAN WEEKLY
With Keely on maternity leave and summer upon us we just wanted to let you know that as Michael,
Adam, and Pastor Jill go up to camp and take the Middle School and High School Youth Groups to
Mackinac Island, there will be a few weeks where the office will have limited availability (9:00am -
12:00pm), and the Cascadian Weekly might be a little shorter than normal. Those weeks are the week
of June 21st, 28th, and July 12th. Thanks in advance for your patience. 



DAY CAMP AT CRYSTAL CONFERENCE CENTER
If you’re unsure about camp this summer, this is an option to consider. Day Camp will have a morning
program, lunch, and a swim time on Tuesday-Friday, July 6-9. Those attending can stay off site from
camp or stay in one of the camp cabins and have their meals in the dining hall. This is a GREAT
opportunity to introduce a child or your family to camp, or to go to camp with your grandchildren. We
have scholarships to help pay the way. Call Michael or Jill at the church office at 949.1360 or email
jforton@cascadechristian.com for more information.
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CHILDRENS MINISTRIES

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL IS BACK!
Mark your calendars as we look forward t a full Vacation Bible
School over July 26-30 from 9:00AM-11:30AM. We’ll be
studying the life of Moses and the Exodus with “Wilderness
Escape." Sign ups for kids and volunteers will begin in June. 

CRIB ROOM REOPENED
Our crib room has reopened for infants and toddlers through age
3 at the 9:30 service. Parents must make a reservation for this
kind of childcare. Call the church office by Wednesday to make
your reservation.

SUNDAY SCHOOL VIRTUAL & IN-PERSON
Every week at the 9:30 service we have in-person Sunday School for children ages 4 on up. The
children begin the morning in the sanctuary with their families and then are dismissed to go to class. 
 Students will be brought back down to church after the service. For elementary school, we are also
offering a virtual Sunday School, which is mailed out with the Cascadian each week. If you would like
your child added to this list, please call Adam or Michael in the church office. 

ADULT MINISTRIES
GRIEF SHARE
Grief Share Support Group will continue through mid-summer, and all who are mourning a loss are
invited to participate through Zoom on Thursdays at 10:30AM. Call Jill for more information. 

YOUNG ADULT BIBLE STUDY
The young adult group is starting to form! We are going to launch a weekly study that will begin June
7th. We will meet at Michael Dirksen's house (739 College Ave SE, Grand Rapids, MI 49503) where
we will discuss faith and action. 

ADULT STUDIES UPDATE
Women’s events and movie nights are being planned for June. We welcome summer!!
Many thanks to Terri Wing for leading the Tuesday Bible Study through the pandemic. The class will
resume again in the fall.

mailto:jforton@cascadechristian.com


SUMMER AT CCC
As we approach summer, I just wanted to give you all an update on what our plans are for the
summer with youth group. Wednesday night programming will stop for the months of June, July, and
August (last Wednesday night is May 26th), but we will still be doing a special event every other
week or so with the middle and high school youth. We will also be taking them to Camp Crystal (a
few times!), Mackinac Island, on a Mission Trip, and hopefully, at the end of the summer, to
Michigan's Adventure! If you know anyone who would like to be involved in a youth group, we
welcome any and all middle school and high school students to join us for any or all of these events!
We hope to see you there!

VOLUNTEERING WITH YOUTH
As we begin to look at ministry here after COVID, we are really hoping to have an amazing VBS this
summer, distinct middle school and high school youth groups, and differentiated learning at Sunday
School in the fall. In order to do all of that, we are in need of some parent volunteers to help us out. If
this is an area where you may have an interest in helping, please send an email to Michael Dirksen at
midirksen@cascadechristian.com. No need to have kids in the program! All volunteers need to be
screened before they are able to help.

MIDDLE & HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH GROUP
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BEACH DAY
We will be going to the Grand Haven State Park on Monday, June 14th
to have a fun day at the beach. Meet at the church at 12:00 noon. We
will be back at the church around 6:00 pm.  Please bring sunscreen, a
towel, a swimsuit, and money for lunch.
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THE STEWARDSHIP MESSAGE GIVEN BY
STEVE DIRKSEN ON SUNDAY, MAY 23:
I am here to talk one more time about stewardship. But first, I want to remind you
all about when you were in school. When you were in school you had to take tests,
lots and lots of tests. And all kinds of different tests. There were true and false tests,
multiple-choice a through d tests, essay tests, fill-in-the-blank tests…you get the idea.

Now, remember when you didn’t study? We’ve all been there, right?

You had to guess. Guessing was horrible.  You had no clue what was right.   You
might have a hunch…or maybe an opinion…if you were smart you might even have
a hypothesis. 

But it was a guess and I am here to tell you just who is guessing right now. Today?
Cascade Christian church. We are guessing just how we are going to get through
this year. I mentioned two weeks ago how we have managed to play through
COVID and 2020 with God’s grace. And in a normal year, we would have close to
150 pledge cards in right now.

We have 39. 39. 

Scare you? Scare’s me. Do you want a little good news? Well, it’s a historical fact
that over 95 percent of our pledge cards returned in the past 10 years are fulfilled
by the people in this church.

With that in mind, please get your pledge cards in.

Today, here in the offering plate, I’ll hand you one right now if you raise your hand.
Please if you are in a distant location it’s safe and secure on the internet website,
cascadechristian.com. While you are there please let us know your intention for the
year…the pledge.

Get your pledge cards in. Here and now, by mail, or drop it by the church office as
soon as you can. Get your pledge cards in. Thanks and God bless you!



5.23.2021 SERMON – ENDINGS AND BEGINNINGS
Peace of Christ be with you! For those of you who don’t know me, my name is Michael Dirksen and I am the High
School youth leader here at Cascade Christian Church, and today, on this graduation Sunday, I have the honor of
preaching. So while this message is definitely geared towards all of our high school graduates and their families, I
hope that you all will be able to relate to it in one way or another. 

One of my favorite poets is a man by the name of T.S. Elliot. I find his poetry both thought-provoking and
mysterious. One of my favorite quotes of his simply says “In my end is my beginning.” Appropriately that the last line
of the poem, but it certainly makes you think. Today, being graduation Sunday, I think many of us are thinking
about endings. 
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·Holly Brandsma recovering from knee surgery on May 13. She is doing well - is walking on her own and is in
physical therapy. Holly thanks you for your prayers.
Rebecca Warner ·recovering from hip surgery on May 12. 
Joanne Crawford is back at Mission Point of Forest Hills and would love to hear from you: #48 1095 Medical Park
Dr., Grand Rapids, Michigan 49546.
Aleck, Lois Slack's grandson, ·had an accident last week on his dirt bike. He had neck and ankle surgery, and will be
off his foot for several months. This was a severe injury, please pray for the return of full mobility and complete
healing.
Our prayers are with Chuck and Heather Bacle as Chuck has kidney cancer, and treatments are underway. Please
keep all of the Bacles and Robertsons in your prayers.
·And for our stewardship campaign, that we stay strong and do the work of the Lord in this place and time.
Barb Coger has been hospitalized and is now back at Porter Hills. Cards may be sent to her home at 4905 Ada Dr.
Ada, Michigan 49301.
Joyce Kingsland who has been ill with dehydration, and fluid in her lungs. If you would like to send her a card it can
be sent to 1225 Spaulding Ave SE, Grand Rapids 49546.
Dr. Brian Lane, a Spectrum doctor and friend of Scott Robertson, has terminal cancer. Please pray for Dr. Lane and
his family for peace and comfort.
Marvin Potter, Doris Burgess’s dad – please pray for healing of his various health issues.
Punk Pollock Debbie Jones nephew very much appreciates the prayers and asks that we continue to pray for
strength in his legs.
Paul (stepson of Susan Mozley) is battling pancreatic and stage 4 liver cancer. Please pray that the chemotherapy
he is receiving works and for a lessening of his pain.
Those battling cancer: John Goodrich, Leslie, Bill Richardson, Linsey and Sandee (friends of Marsha and John
Steensma), and Mike Forton.
Virgil Westdale and Lila Venneman and all others who are in health care facilities.
And those in hospice care: Bev Ferwerda.

Andy, Amber, Grace, and Lexie Elliott joined Cascade Christian Church on Sunday, May 16. They join us from their
Disciples of Christ Church in Iowa, and are a most welcomed addition to our congregation. Andy is in seminary at
Phillips Theological Seminary in Tulsa, Oklahoma. 

.Prayer Concerns:        

Prayer Joys

Current military and National Guard members in your prayers: Rachel Carlson, Andy Sullivan, Connor Schwinkendorf,
Jason Tiedemann, and Steven M. King.

If you are in need of prayer and would like to be added to our prayer list, please email
office@cascadechristian.com, or call our church office at 949-1360.

OUR PRAYER LIST FOR THIS WEEK INCLUDES: 



5.23.2021 SERMON – ENDINGS AND BEGINNINGS
Whether you graduated from high school this week, had a child graduate from high school this week, or it’s been 70
years since you graduated from high school – we can all think back on a time – maybe even that time is now –
when a period of our lives comes to an end. Today we celebrate the ending of a time in our high schoolers' lives –
the end of K-12 education and moving on to a new chapter. But I am sure that is not the only thing ending
happening this day, week, month, or year. Some of you may be ending a job and starting a new one. Others of you
may be moving, which represents an end in its own right. And still, others may be experiencing other types of
endings. As we reach whatever end you may be facing, it also means it is time for a new beginning. For some of
the high school graduates, you are spending the summer working and preparing for college in the fall. For others,
you are jumping right into the workforce. For our non-high school graduates, you may be moving into a period
where you have one less kid living at home, you may be starting a new job, or moving into a new home. God
willing – it feels like we are turning the page on the pandemic and beginning post-pandemic life. And while that end
might feel more celebratory than others, it still represents the end of one time in our lives and moving onto something
new. One thing is certain about these new beginnings: this is the end of one time in your life and the beginning of a
new time. Like High School or whatever just ended, the next phase of your life is certain to come with some trials,
ups, downs, and everything in between.

Speaking directly to our high schoolers - as you prepare to go into whatever is next for you, whether you’re excited
to break out of the West Michigan bubble, or anxious to do so, you’re going to take a lot of things with you from
growing up here in West Michigan at Cascade Christian Church. There are some ridiculous things I hope you
remember fondly like all the games, being chased with the earth ball, the regatta's, the color wars, lock-ins, jazzercise
to 80s music, all the pranks, and so many other things that would take me too long to recount. I also hope that
amidst all of those fun memories, even outside of the Sunday school lessons and weeks up at camp, you learned
what it is like to trust in and be in a relationship with God. 

So now, you might ask, what does a relationship with God have to say about endings and beginnings? Actually,
quite a bit. In Psalm 139 the bible says “In your book were written all the days that were formed for me, when none
of them as yet existed. 17 How weighty to me are your thoughts, O God! How vast is the sum of them! 18 I try to
count them—they are more than the sand; I come to the end[a]—I am still with you.”

For the high schoolers, your time in high school has come to an end. It is easy to dwell on endings as they imply
significant change, which inevitably translates to loss. It means that what we had will never be exactly the way that
it was before. Our schedules change. Our priorities change. Our friends change. And that’s just the beginning. We
come to the end, and it is a loss even as it is a promise for a new beginning. But the Psalmist reminds us that being
in a relationship with God means one thing doesn’t change. The Psalmist says “I come to the end – I am still with
you.” This is the knowledge that I want you to leave here with today – that God, no matter what else ends, is still
with you. It is the knowledge that wherever you go, whatever you do, whatever happens to you. God is still with
you. It is the knowledge of two fundamental things about God that you need to know before you leave here today.
The first is simply this: God knows you. It’s easy to get lost in the profoundness of this truth -- that the God who
placed all the stars in the sky knows you. Many of you have heard this truth since you started going to Sunday
school here. So wherever you go, whatever beginning starts with this chapter ending, you’re going to a place where,
still, you are known. That’s the first truth I want you to take away from today. 
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https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+139%3A13-18&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-16258a


5.23.2021 SERMON – ENDINGS AND BEGINNINGS
The second bit of knowledge that this psalmist gives us is that the God of the universe will not only know you in this
ending and a new beginning, but he also wants to be in a relationship with you. That a being in the universe who
knows everything about you – wants to be in a relationship with you. But to have the God of the world not only
know you but also be with you in this time as in all times should be of great comfort. Earlier in that same Psalm, the
writer says “Where can I go from your Spirit? Where can I flee from your presence? If I go up to the heavens, you
are there; if I make my bed in the depths, you are there. If I rise on the wings of the dawn, if I settle on the far
side of the sea, even there your hand will guide me, your right hand will hold me fast. If I say, “Surely the darkness
will hide me and the light become night around me,” even the darkness will not be dark to you; the night will shine
like the day, for darkness is as light to you.” Paul, in Romans, puts it this way: “I’m absolutely convinced that nothing
—nothing living or dead, angelic or demonic, today or tomorrow, high or low, thinkable or unthinkable—absolutely
nothing can get between us and God’s love because of the way that Jesus our Master has embraced us.” 

Now, it's easier to say that God is with us and knows us now, at the end, when we are comfortable. It might be
easier to understand it in our minds now than it will be whenever that new beginning starts. And, in reality,
sometimes during those new beginnings, it’s just a matter of putting one foot in front of the other. However, the bible
does offer some further comfort during those difficult beginnings as well. Our savior's own life is an example of this.
When Jesus died on the cross and was buried in the tomb, it was an ending. An ending of the old covenant. An
ending to the rituals of sacrifice. An ending to the way things used to be. And it was not easy. The night before Jesus
asked if there was another way, and on the cross, Jesus called out to God in anguish. But then, you know the story,
Easter morning pointed to a new relationship, a new beginning, a new way things are. And God was still there. In
fact, when you start to think about it, so many things in our lives mirror this truth. It being springtime right now, it's
easy to see new beginnings all around us, leaves on the trees, gardens starting to pop, but all of that new life started
by burying part of an old plant. A seed was buried and outburst new life. We could take this example further, but I
think you get the point. Endings always point to new beginnings. Jesus calls us to join in this cycle when he tells us to
die to ourselves and our old ways SO THAT we can have a new life, a better more fulfilling life in a relationship
with him. In the book of John, it says “I have told you these things, so that in me you may have peace. In this world,
you will have trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the world.” Today, when you’re facing a daunting beginning
and a bittersweet ending, take heart, because God has overcome the world.

I don’t know where you’re going. I don’t know what the circumstances will be when you get there. But what I do
know that wherever you go, whatever you do, whomever you meet, God is with you. To paraphrase the psalmist:
there is no college, no business, no success, no failure, no disappointment, no achievement, no despair, no joy, where
you will ever be separated God by your side. And that is why you cannot always judge your reality simply based
upon how you feel, because even in the darkest of times, God is with you. In endings and beginnings, God is with
you. 

I will close by saying: the road ahead of you is open. While the world tells us that faith in Christ can limit & constrain
you, knowing that you have a savior who knows you, wants to be in a relationship with you and who has already
overcome any obstacle you might face, is the most liberating way to tackle the biggest challenges ahead. So as you
embark on this next journey of your life may you be comforted by a savior who is with you at this ending, will be
with you in your new beginning who came before you, and has already overcome any challenge you might face. 
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